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Finding Home in a Foreign Land
by Zoe Bell SUBSCRIBE
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Jewish Ukrainian Refugees Build New Life in Mashville After Fleeing War 1 oct 31, 2022

®o

inna Shuiking and fier mo iy Krasnopolska fled Ukraine and came
to Nashuille to be with Inna’s daughter

Irna Shulkina New acrass the North Atlantic Qcean to live with ber
daughter in Nashville, knowing no one there aside frarm ber daughter and
son-inelaw. She was ane of the seven milllen people displaced from

Ukraine due to the Russian invasion. RELATED

| JCRC's Novernker Events and Programs
shulkina, a native of eastern Ukraine, initially fled to western Ukraine with
her mother at the start of the war in Felbruary. *Cnce the war started, the PAC Novernber

first week, we could not believe that it was serious, that it was really
Micah Workshop to provide Support and

Resources for "Sandwich Generation®

dangerous and life-threatening, but after we had to sleep on the fioor and
heard bomb explosions, houses were ruined,” Shulking said, “We had w

Ieave,”

Flaging the country was “especially painful” for ber mother, Lilva
Krasnopolska, she said. Shulkina's mother i< a Helocaust surivor who was
four years old when she, her mather and two sibéings fled Maz Germany

to Kyrgyzstan during World War

. “"Her family and her nesghbaors wera
able o jump onto the last train leaving Ukraine because | don't think
either of them — just like here — | don't think people understand the

severity of the situation unless it's pressing,
Krasnopolska's granddaughter and Shukina's daughter. *Its -
that all af this was happening so many years ago and it's happening

aid Alisa Kaiser,

d-blowing

again.”

Fleelng eastern Ukralne

Shulkina is from Kostyantynivka, a small town in eastern Ukraine where she said everyone knows everyone. Bordering on Slovakia, westemn
Ukraine was said to be “quieter,” farther from the turmaoil. Shulkina said she and her mother took a train to western Ukraine and stayed there
for a week. They planned to stay longer, but lack of availabée housing pushed the two to Israel, where Shulkina’s cousin lves.

I was challenging to stay in [srael,” Shulkina said of her temporary stay in March, “The relatives wanted us to stay there, They thought our
place was in lseael, but | dides feel that 1T was fry place, Point number ane: | dan' speak Hebeew, Paint nuembses twe is that | dont feel mysell in
larael”

If Shulkina and her maother were to accept Israell ciizenship, they would have had to give up their Ukrainian citizenship, as dual citizenship is
not allewed in Ukraine per Ukrainian legislation.

Traveling to the States was not yet an option at the time, as President Biden's Uniting for Usraine — which provides a pathway for Ukrainian
citizens and their immediate family members to come to the U.S, for two years — was not launched until April 21

Pictured | e v, Pam Kelner, Executive Divector of JF5 Naghyiite, Anve Davenport, inna Shuikina and Lilya Krasaopolska, receive domatlens fram
the hame of the lare Barbara Levy-Zander

Starting a new life in Mashville

©n june 13, the two flew to Mashville, where Shulkina’s daughter, Kaiser, has lived for the past eight years. Shulkina had visited the LL5. five
years ago, but said it was completely different now. "I'm here in the status of a refuges,” Shulkina said. "

t's absolutaly different: everything
lzoks different, smells different.”

Kaiser said employees of Jewish Family Sendces in Nashuille helped Shulkina find and furmnish a nearby apartment, The Nashullie International

Center for Empowerment originally contacted |F5 for assistance.

When Parn Kelner, executive director of jawish Family Service of Nashwille, sent out an emall detailing Shulking's story, "so many peeple” came
forward with donations. This support covered Shulking's firse st months of rent for her apartment, located down the street from Kaiser and
her husband.

Rabbi Shana Goldstein-Mackler of The Temple also helped Shulkina settle inte her new home. When Barbara Levy-Zander, a congregant at The
Temple, suddenly passed away, Mackier arranged for some of Levy-Zander's possessicns to be donated to Shulking and her mather,



“Barbara's whole heart was in helping people,” Mackler said. “We knew she would want her belongings to go to people in nead”

Kaiser, Shulkina's daughter, said she appreciates the support her family received from the Jewish community in Mashville, * am forever

grateful,” Kaiser said, “I don’t know if 1l ever be able to find words 1o describe how grateful | am to this communit.”

The journey there, Shulkina said, was far from eagy, The uscertainty preved challenging 1o Shulking, whe s accustamed 1o congistency — she
has werked as an English teacher at the same scheal for aver three decades.

*since the war started February 24, 300 timas a day, | keep asking myself cne question: What's next?” Shulkina said. ‘Nobody knows what's
next.”

She said family is what ulimately brought her to Nashwille, otherwise a foreign place. "It didn't make any sense [to stay in lsrael] because my
daughter is here in the States,” Shulkina said, * wanted to be with my daughter.”

Kaiser, wha considers Shulkina her “best friend for the majarity of her life,” said Iving so close te her mother ang grandmather is a blessing,
Kaiser said she is grateful te spend time with her maother in persan every day now, instead of the weekly Skype calls of the past eight years, bur
the first few days were confusing and uncertain.

“Looking back, ... | have no idea how either of us survved,” Kaiser said, adding that her husband, Andrew, helped her determine the next steps.
“But as 3 human, you kind of just move along and take one step at a time.

Shulking has settled into life in Mashville, where she said the weather is warmer than back home in Ukraine. She still teaches English and

English as a second language online te Ukrainian students in grades ene through twelve, Shulkina said her stedents are spread throughout
Eurnpe, as the school buildings in Ukraine are either closed or ruined. She beging teaching at 5:30 every morning due te the time differenc
can't imagine daing anything else,” Shulkina said, adding that she forgets she is across the acean while interacting with stedents in the virtual

clasaraom.

She hopes to secure a more permanent job in Nashville, perhaps teaching, but s open to other work opportunities, Shulkina said. She recelved
her work authorization Oct. 24, according to Toni Jacobsean, a socal worker for JFS.

“Inna .. is 50 excited to begin working,” Jacobsen said, “She has a long history of working with children as a teacher”

In june 2024, Shulkina and her mother will have been in the LLS, Tor two years, At that time, she will likely return toe Ukraine, AL the same time,
the war cantinues; Shulking’s hametewn of Kastyantynivka was shelled at the time of her initial interview with Tre Jewish Dbserer Nashyille,

“Nobedy knews what will happen tomarrew,” Shulkina said. “Absolutely nobody. And, you knew, my heart is still back home.”

Zoe Bell is a junior majoring in journalism at American University in Washington DC. She is an intern for The Jewish Observer and will be
reporting stories and assisting in the editorial office. She can be reached at zoaf@jewishnashvile.org
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