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Howard Safer and Nancy Flexer to be honored at JFS annual Chesed
Dinner.

Mancy Flexer and Howard Safer are the recipients of Jewish Family
Service's 2022 Chesed Award, givan each year o acknowledge the

contributions the recipients have made to the Jewish and breader
Mashwille communities. Chesed is Hebrew for, “leving kindness,” and
occurs when the command to, “love your neighbor as yourself,” is fulfiled.
The Jewish cormmunity of Mashyille couldn't be luckier te have Nancy and

s

Howsard as neighbors, as they are prime examples of what Chesed means
in 1he Nastille Jewish cammunity,

Mancy and Howard were ta recelve the Chesed Award in 2020 and then again in 2021, but COVID-19 prevented our community fram gathering
I parson. Instead, |FS sent aut fundraising letters updating the community on how the agency had responded to the pandemic by adding
naw programming focused around three main service areas: mental health, serving our treasured alder adults, and financial stability. The
community responded with amazing financial support of the agency.

"We detided to postpone honoring Nancy and Howard until we could meet in person again to show them how very appreciated they are by
the cormmunity and show them

he Kavod (Honor) that they both so richly deserve, which we are FINALLY able to do, Mancy and Howard live

and breathe the essence of Chesed| They hath share their talents freely with so many org

* 2ays |FS Executive Director Pam Kelner, "One of the aspects | love mast abiout the Chesed dward i the apportunity ta shar

zations both in the Jewish and broader

commun

the entire cammunity what aur amazing honorees have done to impact the quality of life for so many in our community, We can all be inspired
by their accomplishrments.”

Born and raised in Nashwille to Mildred and Paul Flex:

il |, Nancy embodies the meaning of a true Mash Mancy is a human "google
saarch engine” and can tell you about anyone who has fved in the Mashville jewish Community for the last 70 years. She not only knows
evaryone but lends an ear and connects people to each other.

Upan finishing ber graduate degree at University of TH, Nancy began a 4 -pear carees as a first-grade teacher at Cole Elementary in Antinch,
earning Teacher of the Year several times, Anyone whe has beer tauched By Nancy in their own lives knaws that teaching her stedents math
and how to read and write was her job, but touching the lives of each of them persenally is her true gift. Her students remember the
hearnwarrning notes she wrete therm en report cards, the ways she helped them overcome shyness and awkwardness, and hew she insplred
them to future academic success to earn scholarships and advanced degrees.

Mancy has bean blassed to connect with Jewish Family Service and other Jewish agencies which have gven great meaning to her life post-
retiramant. Nancy is |FS's biggest cheerleader and has served as the agency's Secretary, co-chaired the Annual Campaign several times, and co-
chaired the Chesed dinrer,

When reliecting o her invalvement with JFS, Nansy said, “Fram my very first Board meeting of JF5 | knew this was different from ary otfer
aeganization | had been invalved in, the passion of both the valustesrs and stafl was palpable, | love svenaning the arganization stands for
and the services it provides, in particular the forus on eur senier population who are the gems of our community, Tre minute any crisis
happens, whether on a personal basis for individuals or in the commurnity JF5 i< there to respand.”

Heward may not be a native to Nashwille, but he's been here since freshman year at Vanderbilt in 1961, He met his wife of 56 years, Arlene, at
the Jewish Community Center and so0n began participating in the strong and giving community. Howard and Arlene proudty raised their 3
daughters, Lori Gillman, Traci West and Mindy Hirt with jewssh values and culture. A current pleasure is watching grandchildren grow up in

Mashwille and Atlanta,

Howard learned the importance of the Jewish community from his parents i

fwer each spring. He learned the importance of lsrael and giving back to athers fram nis Lithuanian grandparents

Jacksarwilie, Florida where the Joe P, Safer Community Service

Auwvard i

Arlene and Howard began particioating by jeining twe local Synagogues and many nonprofit groups. Howard has served on numerous
committees including Executive, Investment, and "Ufe and Legacy.” He was among the youngest Presidents of the Gordon JCC from 1979 -
1981 and among the oldest Presidants of JFS from 2015 - 2017, During the gap he sarved as an cfficer, board member or committee membar
for the Jewish Federation, Vanderbilt Hillel, NCJW, AICRA PFP, TSCPA and Guardianship and Trust Corp.

Professionally, Howard has spent more than 25 years as a CPA and Personal Financial Specialist (PFS) and over 25 years a5 a Trust Officer and

Wealth Manager, He currenthy serves as CEO of Argent Trust Company where bie is blessed 1o work with his daughter, Mindy,

Heaward previoushy served as President of Bradford Trust, Executive VP of Regions Margan Keegan and Managing Pastner ef Kraft CPAs. Over
his career, he has recelved the, "Outstanding CPA in Business and Industry.”, "Dedication to Excellence,” “Tep 100 Wealth Advisers,

Leaders in Finance,” and “Financlal Advisors Hall of Fame® Awards.

Howard's hobbies include tennis, picklaball, boating and teaching. He attributes his growth in business to his MBA from Tulane University, his
family values to Arlene and his moral compass to the Jewish community.

When
Ea
irdividuals and famities through life's transitions, | appreciate being recognized with Naney Flexer this year but knew that dozens of aur peers
eentribured to making Nashville's sacial service agency what It is reday, Thank you to all for your continued support”

sk about receiving the Chesed Award, Howard said, "It h, een rewarding to have had the opportunit

1y to see the robe of e
it role of respondin

ity Service

vature in eur cormmunity, Working with JFS has helped me better understand the impo

7 and supg

The awards will be presented to Mancy and Howard at the annual JFS fundraiser dinner that will take place on Thursday May 19, 2022 The
Chesed Cinner will begin with a reception at 6:15 p.m. on at the Gordon Jewish Community Center with kosher dinner following at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $150 per person. For more information or to make reservations, contact Janet Farr at [615) 356-4234 or RSVF online at

The Chesed Dinner is the primary fundraiser for lewish Family Services, one of Nashville's oldest social service sgencies, Last year [FS served

more thar 1,800 individuals through its 21 services and programs in the areas of adostion. counseling. psvchotherany, financial assistance,
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sanior services, information and referral, and family life and community enrichment.

For more information about |FS, contact Pam Kelner at (615) 354-1644 or visit the |FS Website

twaww jTsnashville.org,
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